This is a draft letter which you can amend, make relevant to your local setting, and send to your local paper. It will be more impactful if you can show the local relevance, so if you are able, do try to do this, but if not you can use the information about the national context.

The sections in yellow will need you to delete whichever part is not applicable (depending on when you send the letter) or add in local names as relevant
You may wish to delete footnote references depending on whether you think that these are appropriate for your local paper.

The letter should ideally be maximum 250 words, but check what the requirements are for your local paper. Once you have edited the sections in yellow, this should be short enough. You can also remove the paragraph starting ‘The risks,’ if you are short of space. 
Our MPs must cast a vote for our NHS in January

The House of Lords has voted to protect our NHS against sell-off in trade deals with the USA and in other future deals. Health campaigners in [AREA NAME], including ourselves and other Keep Our NHS Public members were among thousands of people across the country who called on the Lords to protect the NHS.

With MPs’ support, our NHS would be off the negotiating table, preventing further irreversible privatisation. But, in July, [list local MPs who voted no here https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/822) voted against NHS protection. 

These MPs also voted against a ‘scrutiny amendment’ [likely to be the same, but check here https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/820], which would give MPs the right to have a say in negotiation of trade deals, and not only protect our NHS but also environment, labour and food standards. They must change their minds and support the NHS and scrutiny amendments! 

Some MPs in our area voted to protect the NHS [include names from https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/822] and supported the scrutiny amendment [https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/820].  They must do the same again. 

The risks, if health services are not excluded from future trade deals, include drug prices rising so high that the NHS could not afford to provide certain medications and NHS data being held in countries where data protections are weaker than in the UK. 

Three-quarters of the public want the NHS to be protected in future trade deals.
 [Include any local examples of support for the NHS / personal story here OR Over 300,000 people signed a petition calling on the Lords to support the NHS and vote for the scrutiny amendment to the Trade Bill.
 OR Hundreds of UK health professionals who signed an open letter asking MPs to vote for these vital amendments.
] 
MPs must not reverse the positive direction that the Lords have set. We call on [MPs OR ideally include names here] to follow the example of the Lords and support the scrutiny and NHS amendments to protect our NHS.
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