Guide for the Letter writing to local press
Find your MP
Find your local paper
Find out how your MP voted on NHS protection
Here's a handy guide for writing an effective letter to your local paper:
1. Keep your letter simple and short. The ideal length of a letter to your local paper is 150-200 words. You can send in as little as 100 words, but never more than 250 words.The shorter your letter is, the easier it is for your local paper to find space for it in their Letters page.
2. Your letter must have a clear named target. In this case, your target is of course your MP. You must mention them by name in your letter as they are the one you are asking to take action.
3. It must be clear in your letter what you want your target (the MP) to do. You want them to vote for the amendment that protects our NHS from trade deals (the NHS protection amendment) as well as the amendment that gives MPs the power to scrutinise trade deals (the Scrutiny Amendment).
4. Your letter should give some background/context. This helps the public understand why you are writing your letter - and why you're writing it now. The context, in this case, is that, in July, Conservative MPs voted against protecting the NHS in trade deals, and all but 12 Conservative MPs voted against giving our elected representatives (MPs) the power to scrutinise trade deals. The House of Lords has passed both amendments. MPs will get another opportunity to vote on those amendments soon.
5. Give your letter a personal angle. It helps if you mention a personal reason why this is important to you. Do you, your family or friends work in the NHS? Has the NHS saved your life or that of a member of your family? Do you have family or friends in the US or in any other country where healthcare is based on how much money you have and not on need? That's why this is so important to you.
